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V i s i o n
Yo u n g  p e o p le  a re  f re e  to  e x p re s s  th e ir  
d iv e rs it y  a n d  in h e re n t  c re a t iv it y. 

M i s s i o n
To  u se  c re a t iv e  a n d  a c t io n -b a se d  m e th o d s  
to  e n g a g e  yo u n g  p e o p le  in  a  jo u rn e y  o f  
re fl e c t io n  a n d  e x p lo ra t io n . I t  is  th ro u g h  
th is  jo u rn e y  th a t  th e y  b e c o m e  a c t iv e ly  
in v o lv e d  in  th e ir  o w n  d e v e lo pm en t . 

Va l u e s
E n g a g e m e n t - A c t io n  E d u ca t io n  h a s  a  
r ic h  h is to r y  o f  e ff e c t iv e ly  e n g a g in g  w ith  
yo u n g  p e o p le . T h is  is  th e   fo u n d a t io n  w e  
s ta n d  o n . We  c o n t in u e  to  m e e t  yo u n g  
p e o p le  w h e re  th e y  a re , u se  th e ir  s t re n g th s  
a n d  ig n ite  th e ir  p a s s io n .
G r o w t h - G ro w th  is  a  re fl e c t iv e  le a rn in g  
p ro c e s s  th a t  a l lo w s  fo r  h o l is t ic  in te g ra t io n  
o f  s e lf.
J o u r n e y - Pe rso n a l d e v e lo pm en t  is  a  
l i fe lo n g  jo u rn e y. B y  a c k n o w le d g in g  th is , 
w e  c a n  w a lk  a lo n g s id e  o th e rs  in  th e ir s . 
A u t h e n t i c i t y - Au th e n t ic it y  is  c ru c ia l  fo r  
b u ild in g  a n  e n v iro nm en t  o f  t ru s t  so  th a t  
a n  e ff e c t iv e  w o rk in g  re la t io n sh ip  c a n  
o c c u r.
D i v e r s i t y - D iv e rs it y  a r t ic u la te s  th e  
c e le b ra t io n  a n d  r ic h n e s s  th a t  is  th e  
h um a n  e x p e r ie n c e . E v e r yo n e ’s  e x p e r ie n c e  
is  u n iq u e  a n d  w e  a l l  re q u ire  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
to  h o n o u r  th is .
C r e a t i v i t y - C re a t iv it y  is  n e c e s sa r y.

VI SI ON ,  MI SSI ON ,
   &  VALUES

TR UST B OAR D

J U L I A N 	 P R I O R M A G G I E 	 W I N T E R S T E I N C H R I S T I A N 	 M A Y

R I C H A R D 	 J O L L Y K A R I 	 J O N E S S H E L L E Y 	 K O P U

E Z E K I E L 	 R A U I M A T T H E W 	 A U S T I N
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I n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  F i l i  h a s  m a d e  h e a d l i n e s ,  
a p p e a r e d  o n  t e l e v i s i o n ,  o p e n e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
G lo b a l  Yo u n g  L e a d e r s  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  N e w  Yo r k .  
S h e  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h e r  w o r k  t o  c e n t r e  
P a c i fi c  v o i c e s  i n  t h e  c l im a t e  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  
f o u n d e d  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  c a l l e d  4 T K ,
4  T h a  K u l t u r e  - a  S o u t h  A u c k l a n d  b a s e d
i n d i g e n o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t  g r o u p  o f  y o u t h  
w h o  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a d v o c a t i n g  a g a i n s t  
c l im a t e  c h a n g e  t h r o u g h  a  l e n s  t h a t  c o n s i d e r s  
m i n o r i t i e s .

T h r o u g h  h e r  p o e t r y  F i l i  h a s  b e e n  a  p o w e r f u l  
v o i c e  o f  a d v o c a c y  a n d  p r i d e  f o r  S o u t h  A u c k l a n d .

W e  a r e  d e e p l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e  r o l e  o u r  
p r o g r a m m e s  h a v e  p l a y e d  i n  F i l i ’s  d e v e lo p m e n t  
a n d  l e a d e r s h i p .  W e  w o u ld  a l s o  l i k e  t o  
a c k n o w le d g e  h o w  m u c h  F i l i  h a s  t a u g h t  a n d  
n u r t u r e d  u s  a n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

W e  a s k e d  F i l i  i f  s h e  w o u ld  o p e n  o u r  F Y 2 0 2 0  
A n n u a l  R e p o r t .

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M ,
           A I G A G A L E F I L I  F E P U L A ’ I  T A P U A ’ I

I  fi rs t  h e a rd  a b o u t  W O R D  w h e n  I  w a s  Ye a r  9  a t  m y  s c h o o l 
p o e t r y  c lu b . I t  w a s  m y  fi rs t  t im e  h e a r in g  o f  a  p la t fo rm  fo r  
s tu d e n ts  to  v o ic e  th e ir  t ru th s  a n d  th a t ’s  w h a t  m a d e  m e  
fa l l  in  lo v e  w ith  it . M y  fi rs t  a u d it io n  is  w h e re  I  re a l ly  fe l l  in  
lo v e  w ith  sp o k e n  w o rd  a n d  n e v e r  lo o k e d  b a c k . L is te n in g  to  
p e o p le  e x p re s s  th em se lv e s  a n d  b e in g  a b le  to  d o  so  m y se lf  
w a s  so m e th in g  I  n e v e r  e x p e r ie n c e d  b e fo re .

W O R D  is  n o t  o n ly  w h e re  th e  fu tu re  le a d e rs  o f  to m o rro w  
a re  n u r tu re d , b u t  w h e re  yo u  m e e t  su c h  b e a u t ifu l  p e o p le  
a n d  fi n d  yo u rse lf. S u p p o r t in g  o r  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  W O R D  h a s  
c h a n g e d  so  m a n y  o f  o u r  l iv e s . T h e  w a y  w e  a l l  su p p o r t  e a c h  
o th e r  is  so  sp e c ia l  a n d  ra re  th a t  it ’s  a  sa fe  sp a c e  fo r  yo u  to  
e x p re s s  yo u rse lf  w ith o u t  ju d g em en t .

T h e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  th in g  I ’v e  le a rn t  a b o u t  m y se lf  th ro u g h  
W O R D  is  h o w  m u c h  th in g s  a re n ’t  a b o u t  m e . M y  e x p e r ie n c e  
w ith  W O R D  ta u g h t  m e  th a t  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  th in g s  a re  
b ig g e r  th a n  m y se lf, a n d  e v e r yo n e ’s  v o ic e s  m a t te r  w ith in  
th a t . W h ic h  ta u g h t  m e  m y  v o ic e  m a t te rs  ju s t  a s  m u c h . 
W O R D  is  e x t rem e ly  h e lp fu l  fo r  th o se  o f  u s  w h o  g rew  u p  in  
th e  h o o d  b e in g  to ld  o u r  s to r ie s  w e re  to o  ra tc h e t  o r  d id n ’t  
m a t te r  e n o u g h  to  b e  o n  a  s ta g e . W O R D  ta u g h t  m e  th a t  w e  
m a t te r  a n d  w e  d e se r v e  to  th r iv e  a n d  b e  h e a rd .

I f  I  h a d  a  m a g ic  w a n d  o f  u n lim ite d  re so u rc e s  I  w o u ld  in v e s t  
in  m o re  a n d  s t ro n g e r  in -s c h o o l m e n ta l  h e a lth  su p p o r t  
s y s tem s, in v e s t  in  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  a r t s  a n d  re p la c e  th in g s  l ik e  
d e te n t io n  w ith  m e d ita t iv e  a r t  p ra c t ic e s , a n d  p ro v id e  m o re  
in d ig e n o u s  c o u rse s  in  m a in s t re am  s c h o o lin g .

I t  is  n o  e xa g g e ra t io n  w h e n  I  sa y  Wo rd  T h e  F ro n t  L in e  h a s  
sa v e d  l iv e s . W h e n  yo u  in v e s t  in  A c t io n  E d u ca t io n , yo u  a re  
in v e s t in g  in  to d a y ’s  g e n e ra t io n  a n d  to m o rro w ’s  fu tu re
le a d e rs . T h a n k  yo u  fo r  m a k in g  w h a t  w e  d o  p o s s ib le .

A ig a g a l e fi l i  i s  H e a d  G i r l  a t  A o r e r e  C o l l e g e .
S h e  h a s  b e e n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  W O R D  - T h e  F r o n t  L i n e  s i n c e  s h e  w a s  i n  Ye a r  9 .

“ I t  i s  n o  
e x a g g e r a t i o n
w h e n  I  s a y ,
W o r d  T h e  F r o n t  
L i n e  h a s  s a v e d  
l i v e s .”
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Woah! This time of year is always incredibly humbling. Our 
calendar is always so action-packed, we rarely get the time to 
take a moment and reflect on our accomplishments. And what a 
year it has been! 
 
We couldn’t have started in a more spectacular way. Taking a 
team from Aotearoa to the world’s largest youth poetry slam, 
Brave New Voices, this has been a goal of mine since I first 
attended with the South Auckland Poets Collective in 2012. 
Taking Ngā Hine Pūkōrero, four of the most outstanding young 
leaders and poets I have met in a long time, was literally a dream 
come true. 
 
Their journey to Brave New Voices was possible thanks to the 
growth of our flagship programme, WORD - The Front Line, over 
the last six years. I can say without a doubt that this last year has 
been our best yet. After a healthy participant evaluation last year, 
we incorporated feedback from our young people, coaches and 
the core Action Education team to produce what was the most 
powerful Slam Camp experience any of us have ever had. I am 
particularly proud of the number of young male participants in 
our programme last year. These young men are writing history, 
challenging stereotypes and standing in their mana in ways that 
consistently moves me to tears. Beyond proud, I also send out 
a huge mihi to our 2019 Slam Champions, the fierce squad from 
Auckland Girls Grammar School - Krisha Kumar, Gracina Kints, 
Fine Aholelei, Maria Lavemai and Lianne Brown. 
 
This programme continues to nurture and develop young people 
beyond the boundaries of competition, artistry and poetry. We 
have built a community, a whānau which connects hearts and 

MANAGER ’S MESSAGE ACTI ON  EDUCATI ON
    TEAM

values, that champions reflection and accountability, that fosters 
artistry and galvanises into a fearless voice. All of which was 
evident when our world changed in 2020, a year which will not be 
forgotten. We had to reimagine what Youth and Community 
Development could look like in a digital space, what connection 
could look like from a distance and how we could continue to 
nurture the whānau we had connected together.
 
I have always been open with my experiences of mental health 
and the challenges I faced growing up, they were in fact the 
driving force behind me pursuing Youth Work as a career. To be 
very candid, the experience of Lockdown was extremely 
challenging for me personally, we could also see the impact it was 
having on our young people and their families. It is not a stretch 
to say that the strength of the poetry community and the way 
everyone rallied to participate and support one another got us 
through. I am deeply grateful for the aroha and the compassion of 
our young people. It is a pleasure for me to share their 
accomplishments and highlights in this report. 
 
Their kindness and resilience in the face of unprecedented 
isolation and uncertainty fills me with confidence. Our young 
people speak the truth, if we strengthen the platforms they have 
to speak it, they will lead us forward. 
 
Thank you all for everything you have done for me. 
 
Last but not least a huge mihi to our supporters, stakeholders, 
facilitators, coaches, mentors, volunteers and funders who enable 
all of what we do to happen.

N G A 	 M I H I 	 N U I

R A M O N 	

M A N A G E R , 	 A C T I O N 	 E D U C A T I O N

Ramon is a Poet, DJ, Youth Worker and Facilitator and has 
worked with young people for the last 19 years. In 2016 he was 
honoured with a Local Hero Award for his work in the community. 
He is the co-founder of the South Auckland Poets Collective and 
has served young people in many different capacities from 
facilitating groups, leading youth advisory and participation 
processes, mentoring to coordinating events and developing 
youth development tools and models. In 2010 Ramon took on the 
role of Action Education Manager, which has seen him facilitate 
and develop several programmes including the Drama Toolkit, 
WORD – The Front Line and spoken word poetry programmes, 
while supporting a team of youth workers and facilitators.

Ken is an American National Poetry Slam Champion, Tedx 
Speaker, Nuyorican Poets Cafe Grand Slam Champion and 
published author who has performed his work in 49 States, 
6 countries and at over 200 colleges and universities. He is the 
founding Program Director of Denver Minor Disturbance, an 
independent literary arts organization dedicated to helping
Colorado youth find voice through the mediums of poetry and 
performance. Ken has recently completed his Bachelor of
Creative Arts at Manukau Institute of Technology specialising in 
creative writing.

Stevie (Ngāpuhi, Ngāti Hine, Ngāti Porou, Te Arawa) has worked as a 
Youth Development Worker and spoken word poet for Action 
Education for the last several years. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Māori Development and Social Sciences, and a Masters of Human 
Rights from AUT. Stevie’s poetry often reflects her Māori identity, and 
her journey of reconnecting to her Māoritanga. She is passionate about 
young people, culture, creativity, education, and community. Stevie also 
sits on the Ministry of Youth Development Partnership Fund Board.

This year we said farewell to Stevie in her role with Action Education. 
Her journey in youth development began as a 14 year old volunteering 
for Youthline and in the intervening years she has developed into a 
tremendous poet, facilitator and colleague. The Action Education team 
wishes Stevie all the best in her future endeavours and on behalf of the 
many young people and community members you have inspired over the 
years - thank you. 

“The last 5 years working here at Youthline and Action Education have 
been nothing short of amazing. I feel absolutely privileged to have been 
a part of such a beautiful and supportive community, and want to thank 
everyone for making these years so special. To my brothers Ramon and 
Ken, I couldn’t have asked for a better team to work with and journey 
alongside. You are both the absolute embodiment of love for our 
communities and young people. You put your heart and souls into the 
work and it shows in the difference you make and how much the young 
people love you back. I feel so grateful to have been a part of our team, 
and have learned so much from you. Youthline and Action Ed have been 
a huge part of my life and have ingrained in me a deep love for youth 
development. I have learnt so much about myself and the work, and am 
forever grateful for everything I have gained here.”

R A M O N 	 N A R A Y A N

K E N 	 A R K I N D

S T E V I E 	 D A V I S - T A N A

Julia comes from a large Irish/Māori whānau and is passionate 
about culture, art, music, social justice and community. She is 
particularly interested in the intersection between the arts and 
youth development. Julia works as the Action Education 
Funding Coordinator. She has more than 17 years experience 
in the non-profit sector. Her career spans project management, 
youth development work, coordination of a community radio 
station and art gallery and experience working in Vanuatu for an 
indigenous music and arts Trust.

J U L I A 	 R A H U I
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Eric Soakai is a performance artist and child of South Auckland. 
He is a coach and mentor for Word the Front Line, has performed 
extensively throughout Tamaki Makaurau, and currently facilitates 
our Spoken Word Incubator Alumni programme. Part of the Niu 
Wave collective, he is the 2019 New Zealand Poetry Slam 
Champion and was recently awarded an Indigenous Storytellers 
and Spoken Word Residency at Banff in Canada.

COLLAB OR ATOR S

Action Education continues to collaborate with the great South 
Auckland Poets Collective, also known as SAPC, to enhance 
creativity through poetry. The Collective was established in 2008 
by co-founders Grace Taylor, Ramon Narayan and Daren Kamali 
as part of a Youth Development Project funded by Youthline and 
Creative Communities. The collective now works in partnership 
with Action Education and continues to use spoken word poetry 
as a tool for positive social change with a focus on young people. 
Within this collective are national and international poetry slam 
finalists and champions. In addition, some are published poets. 
These voices are seasoned with an eclectic array of stories, 
experiences and personal truths. Their performance styles differ 
from one poet to the next, which will leave audience members 
artistically and soulfully satisfied. This very talented team of poets 
and educators delivers spoken word workshops and programmes 
alongside Action Education in the community.

A huge mihi to our WORD - The Front Line coaching team. These 
powerful artists support and nourish our participants personally 
and creatively and help produce what our audiences get to enjoy 
at the Semi-Finals and Grand Slam.

Eric Soakai - Sheldon Rua - Mafi Tufunga - Roimata Prendergast 
Liam Jacobson - Lastman So’oula - Kyla De La Cruz
Onehou Strickland - Marcus Mackenzie - Vanessa Crofskey 
Jessie Fenton - Dominic Hoey - Shania Pablo - Talia Stanley

Laurent is a passionate spoken word artist, professional Hip Hop 
dancer, Choreographer and singer. She started writing at a young 
age and in 2010 she moved to Melbourne where she competed in 
the Victorian State slam finals, and soon after became a member 
and facilitator for The Centre for Poetics and Justice. She has 
travelled to NYC where she taught spoken word poetry at Camp 
Amerikids in 2011/12 and did her first poetry tour around NZ with 
Luka Lesson in 2012. She has also been a member of The South 
Auckland Collective Poets since 2015.

Born and raised in the heart of South Auckland, Sheldon Rua 
of Tainui/Waikato descent, aspires to inspire, encourage and 
to motivate. He completed Year 13 at Alfriston College as the 
2016 School Dux. Sheldon has crafted a flair for the arts. From 
playing music in local and national bars and competitions, to Hip 
Hop dancing on regional, national and internationally renowned 
platforms, to sharing his passion for spoken word poetry. Sheldon 
believes that to fully accept and understand a person, 
assumptions can never be made, but rather an open heart and 
the willingness to engage with people.

S O U T H 	 A U C K L A N D 	 P O E T S 	 C O L L E C T I V E

W O R D 	 T H E 	 F R O N T 	 L I N E 	 C O A C H E S

L A U R E N T 	 D U N N I G H A M

E R I C 	 S O A K A I

S H E L D O N 	 R U A
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A YEAR  I N  TH E  LI F E  OF
 ACTI ON  EDUCATI ON

I t  i s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  w h a t  o u r  s m a l l  t e a m  o f  
d e d i c a t e d  a r t i s t s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s  a c h i e v e  i n
t w e l v e  s h o r t  m o n t h s .  W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  
y o u  w i t h  a  s n a p s h o t  o f  o u r  k e y  p r o g r a m m e s ,  
e v e n t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  f r o m  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  t o  g i v e  
y o u  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  im p a c t  a n d  r a n g e  o f  o u r  
w o r k .

Our flagship programme, an Inter-High School spoken word 
poetry competition and leadership programme, bringing together 
teams of young people from across Auckland to share their sto-
ries in an explosion of youth expression. It is a poetry slam with 
the purpose of engaging and growing the potential of our future 
leaders. In 2019, 180 young people from 36 high schools 
participated in the programme. 

This programme not only fosters the artistic and personal 
development of participants, but more than 600 audience 
members from the Semi-Finals and Grand Slam listened to the
important stories being shared by young people. Important and 
diverse stories from different genders, cultures, sexualities - 
stories about family, the environment, society, school, stereotype, 
friendship, love and power. This content is also uploaded to our 
YouTube channel which receives thousands of views and 
provides a platform for spoken word poetry which rivals many of 
our international counterparts.

No small commitment, the programme lasts from Term 1 to Term 
3. Auditions are held at regional heats, and from there the top 
14 teams attend Slam Camp, a wananga-style programme at 
Te Puea Memorial Marae. The focus here is 
whakawhanaungatanga to weave together an environment of 
safety and one conducive to inspire creativity and growth.
This is our favourite weekend of the year, where participants get 
to know each other, the values of the poetry community and 
participate in workshops with local and international artists 
specialising in writing, movement, mindfulness and theatre. Each 
team is assigned a coach who works with the young people over 
the course of the programme. All our coaches are established 
artists in their own right with slam and performance poetry 
experience, and are supervised by the experienced Action 
Education staff team. WORD - The Front Line is a programme 
that fosters and promotes excellence, in terms of community 
leadership and artistic potential.

“ W O R D  - T h e  F r o n t  L i n e  t r a n s f o r m s  
y o u n g  w r i t e r s  i n t o  p o w e r h o u s e
p e r f o r m e r s  a n d  a c t i v i s t s  w h o  w i e l d  t h e i r  
w o r d s  w i t h  s t r e n g t h  a n d  p r e c i s i o n .  E a c h  
p a r t i c i p a n t  b r i n g s  t h e i r  o w n  s t o r y  t o  t h e  
s t a g e  w i t h  e m o t i o n ,  v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,  a n d  
p a s s i o n .  T h e  G r a n d  S l a m  i s  a  m o v i n g  
e v e n t  w h i c h  o ff e r s  a u d i e n c e s  a n  i n s i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  g l o w i n g  c o m m u n i t y  o f  t h e s e  
y o u n g  p o e t s ,  a l o n g s i d e  t h e i r  m e n t o r s  
a n d  c o a c h e s ,  a n d  h i g h l i g h t s  h o w  t h e y  a r e  
c h a n g i n g  o u r  w o r l d ,  o n e  p o e m  a t  a  t im e .”

- C a r r i e  R u d z i n s k i ,  
P o e t ,  P e r f o r m a n c e  A r t i s t ,  T e a c h e r

“ T h e  w o r k  t h a t  K e n ,  R a m o n  a n d  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  p u t s  i n  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  i n c r e d i b l e  a n d  I ’ v e  
s e e n  fi r s t -h a n d  h o w  t h e i r  m a h i  i s  s h a p i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a n d  h e l p i n g  t h e m  d i s c o v e r  a n d  
e x p l a i n  t h e m s e l v e s  u s i n g  a r t .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  W o r d  - T h e  F r o n t  L i n e  h a s  b e e n  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  
i n c r e d i b l e  j o u r n e y .  I t  h a s  n o t  j u s t  p r o v i d e d  r a n g a t a h i  a  p l a t f o r m  a n d  v o i c e  b u t ,  m o r e  
im p o r t a n t l y ,  b u i l t  a  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  p u t s  y o u n g  p e o p l e  fi r s t  a n d  a l l o w s  t h e m  t o  b e  
t h e m s e l v e s .  G e n u i n e l y  c o u l d n ’ t  b e  m o r e  h a p p y  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  i t .”

- V a i b h a v  N a y y a r ,  
P o e t  f r o m  M o u n t  A l b e r t  G r a m m a r  S c h o o l

A huge congratulations to the 2019 Grand Slam Champions, Auckland Girls’ Grammar School: 
Gracina Kints, Lianne Brown, Maria Lavemai, Krisha Kumar, and Fine Aholelei.

W O R D 	 T H E 	 F R O N T 	 L I N E

F E B R U A R Y  1 9  -  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9

S T AT I S T I C S  F Y2 0

5 8
E V E N T S

0 3
P R E S E N T AT I O N S

3 6 9
WO R K S H O P S

6 8 5 3
P A R T I C I P A N T S

3 7 6 1
P A R T I C I P A N T S

5 0 0
P A R T I C I P A N T S

4 3 0
T O T A L

1 1 , 1 1 4
AC T I V I T I E S

P A R T I C I P A N T S
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De La Salle College is an all-boys Catholic High School in Mangere. Their participation in 
WORD - The Front Line over the last year has been outstanding. Two teams, a Senior and 
Junior Team, who both made it all the way to the Grand Slam Finals. 

“My usos and I had one of the best journeys of our lives with WORD - The Front Line. We 
were able to build bonds and friendships with people and were able to build our voices up 
too. Having the amazing spaces and outlets for our brown stories really helped us all find 
our own identity and we are forever grateful for what Action  Education does.”
- Noah Brown

De La Salle exemplified the values of WORD - The Front Line, lifting up their team mates 
and other performers, challenging themselves with their writing and putting in the work to 
pull off incredible performances. Highlighting their commitment to the poetry community, 
the teams from De La Salle independently organised a sold-out poetry showcase at the 
Mangere Arts Centre and founded their own Spoken Word Poetry Collective.

“First off, cheers! to Ken, Ramon, and Stevie for last year’s Welcome, and  appreciated, 
on-going, everlasting, supercalifragilistic, SHAWLIDDDD support into and out of the 
WORD - The Front Line journey. They really helped me and my lads feel truly welcomed 
into the space, and we responded from the Alofa received, with a greater Alofa!! Chances 
to practice, perform, and most of all preach in the form of Open Mics were really helpful! 
We attended many, not only to perform, but also to be informed of the several issues 
which, in their own ways, allowed us to connect together as a WTFL Squad or, to be exact, 
WTFL Whanau!! We resonated with those willing to share, and these beautiful people 
became familiar faces.”
- Luani Nansen

The enthusiasm, effort and excellence demonstrated by the De La Salle teams, 
together with the themes of culture and masculinity they explore in their poetry, made them 
a natural choice for us to assist in delivering a professional development workshop for the 
Auckland Blues - a highlight for both the rugby and poetry squads!

DE  LA SALLE :  
P OETR Y |  B R OTH ER HOOD  |  COMMUN I T Y
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To celebrate Youth Week this year we held our inaugural National 
Youth Poetry Conference: The WORD Summit. We have been 
hoping to grow our WORD community nationally for some time, 
and it was such a thrill to host students for this summit from 
Whangārei and Opononi, in addition to a wide range of regional 
schools from across Auckland.

50 young people participated in the summit which included 
workshops from renowned Kiwi poets like Michael Moore, Marina 
Alefosio, Carrie Rudzinski and Ngā Hinepūkōrero. Alongside 
these nationally and internationally renowned artists, our 
WORD - The Front Line alumni poets performed, organised and 
supported the conference in key roles on the day including 
registration, facilitation, mentoring, DJing and judging. 
 
We want to extend a deep thank you to our longtime supporters, 
Auckland Libraries, for the space, the manaakitanga and the 
unwavering support of our mahi and poetry whānau in Tāmaki 
Makaurau and beyond. 
 

The workshops facilitated on the day were world class and we felt 
so blessed to facilitate these for our aspiring young poets.

P I C T U R E 	 T H I S
What’s happening in the world around us plays a big part in 
shaping our creativity. This workshop explored poetic devices 
such as metaphor, personification, rhyme scheme and alliteration. 
The participants reflected on provocative images from recent 
events to create poetry that speaks to the world.
Facilitated by Ramon Narayan and Stevie Davis-Tana

W R I T I N G 	 P E R F O R M A N C E 	 P O E T R Y
Write your truth and tell your story. The workshop provided a 
unique blend in the art of storytelling: write, edit and polish your 
own poetry then learn tools to help you bring it to life for an 
audience. Participants wrote poems delving into personal identity 
and narrative before learning some skills and techniques for an 
engaging performance.

Fa c ilit a te d 	b y 	C a r r ie 	R u d z in s k i
Carrie Rudzinski ranked 4th in the World at the 2014 Women 
of the World Poetry Slam and was named Best Female Poet in 
2008 at her first national poetry competition. Featured in Bustle, 
the Huffington Post, and Teen Vogue, she has performed her 
work over the past 12 years in 5 countries and in almost all 50 of 
the United States. A published author, Carrie has taught writing 
workshops around the world and was most recently a Lecturer at 
Manukau Institute of Technology’s Faculty of Creative Arts 
teaching performing arts and creative writing.

We concluded this memorable day with our Second Annual Stand 
Up Poetry Slam, supported by Ara Taiohi and their Youth Week 
grants - thank you. All conference participants were welcome to 
compete, and this popular event drew a crowd of well over 
100 young poets, their friends, families, supporters and 
educators.  

Congratulations to Lala and Aimee for their Second and Third 
place finishes, and to our Stand Up Poetry Champion, Stella. 

We cannot wait to grow the WORD Summit and welcome more 
young poets from across Aotearoa. If you are an educator, 
community organiser or Youth Worker who is interested in 
participating in future events like these, please get in touch, we’d 
love to hear from you. 

WORD  SUMMI T AND    
   SUP  SLAM

WOR K SHOP S OF F ER ED
AT TH E  WOR D  SUMMI T - 24  MAY 2019

S P O K E N 	 W O R D 	 I S 	 T H E 	 A R T 	 O F 	 S T O R Y 	 T E L L I N G
This workshop is based on the kaupapa of ‘Word – The Front 
Line’: using poetry to slay our giants. Our aim is to teach the 
fundamentals of effective spoken word poetry through the
biblical story arc of King David who, in his youth, courageously 
defeated the enemy of his people – a giant named Goliath – with 
simply a sling and a stone (and a few Home truths).

Fa c ilit a te d 	b y 	M a r in a 	A le fo s io
Marina Alefosio is a spoken word artist and past member of the 
critically acclaimed South Auckland Poets Collective. She has 
performed both locally and internationally including at New York’s 
Nuyorican Poets Café, Te Papa and TEDx Auckland.
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Stand Up Poetry Open Mic Nights make spoken word poetry 
relevant and accessible by providing a public platform for 
emerging spoken word poets. These events are held once a
month and occasionally twice a month and rotate between various 
community locations. Last year we held 25 Stand Up Poetry 
events with more than 973 participants and audience 
members. Our Stand Up Poetry events provide important 
performance opportunities for the young people competing in 
WORD - The Front Line, those considering competing, and young 
(and older!) adults who want to share their creativity. Spoken word 
gives people the opportunity to share their stories, views and 
words in front of an audience. It provides a base for reflection, and 
offers a positive space for improved confidence and engagement. 
SUP Open Mic Nights encourage the sharing of stories from all 
backgrounds, enhancing community and increasing collaboration. 
The set up cultivates a culture of using your voice to be an active 
participant in your community, and transforms the culture of 
storytelling into something that is relevant to younger generations. 
Once a month the event is hosted at Te Oro in Glen Innes, which 
is also home to an ongoing Spoken Word Poetry programme
which emphasises writing and development and offers young 
people an opportunity to workshop their pieces before performing 
them. A special thank you to Auckland City Libraries who often 
host us for these events.

“ I ’ v e  b e e n  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  T e  O r o  S p o k e n  W o r d  
C l u b  r e g u l a r l y  s i n c e  i t  b e g a n  i n  2 0 1 7 .  D u r i n g  
n o r m a l  t i m e s ,  t h e  w o r k s h o p s  a r e  a  g r e a t  s p a c e  
t o  u n w i n d ,  r e l e a s e  c r e a t i v e l y ,  a n d  s p e n d
t im e  w i t h  t h e  p o e t r y  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  h a s  
d e v e l o p e d  t h e r e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  3  y e a r s .  S i n c e  
C O V I D -1 9  i n t e r r u p t e d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  a l l  o u r  
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  fi n d i n g  s o c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n  h a s
b e e n  r e a l l y  h a r d .  S o  m a n y  w a y s  o f  c o n n e c t i n g  
w i t h  p e o p l e  h a v e  f a l l e n  t h r o u g h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  a r t s .  T h e  T e  O r o  S p o k e n  W o r d  C l u b  h a s  
c o n t i n u e d ,  w e  w e n t  o n l i n e  a n d  i t  h a s  w o r k e d  
r e m a r k a b l y  w e l l .  T h e  w o r k s h o p s  g o i n g  o n l i n e  
h a v e  b e e n  a m a z i n g  – i t  h a s  e n a b l e d  m y s e l f  a n d  
m a n y  o t h e r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  e a c h  
o t h e r  a n d  o u r  a r t ,  w h i l s t  a l s o  e n a b l i n g  u s  t o  
k e e p  s o m e  s e m b l a n c e  o f  s t a b i l i t y  t h a t  w e  h a v e  
l o s t  d u r i n g  t h e s e  s t r a n g e  t im e s .”

- M a r c u s  M a c k e n z i e ,  2 1

“ I  r e a l l y  e n j o y  t h e  p r o m p t s  w e  r u n  t h r o u g h ,  t h e  
s h a r e -s p a c e s  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  e a c h  m e e t i n g  a s  
I  f e e l  w e l c o m e  a n d  v a l u e d  i n  t h e  s p a c e ,  a n d  I  
a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  e v e r y t h i n g  I  g e t  i n  r e t u r n  f r o m  
t h e  w o r k s h o p s .  I  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  
w o r k s h o p s  t o  a n y o n e  w h o  i s  l o o k i n g  t o  e x p a n d  
t h e i r  c r a f t  a n d  m e e t  n e w  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g u e s t s  h a v e  b e e n  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  I  a m  g e t t i n g  t o  m e e t  
p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  t u r n e d  p o e t r y  i n t o  t h e i r  
c a r e e r s ,  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t  a n d  h e a r  t h e i r  
s t o r i e s  a n d  p o e t r y .”

- C l e m e n c e  W i l l i a m s ,  1 7

STAND  UP  P OETR Y
OP EN  MI C N I GH T AP R I L 2019  - MAR CH  2020

P R O U D L Y  B R I N G S  Y O U

f o r  m o r e  i n f o  g o  t o  :  h t t p : / / w w w . t e o r o . o r g . n z /

S P O K E N  W O R D  O P E N  M I C  F O R  A L L  A G E S
E V E R Y  2 N D  W E D N E S D AY  O F  T H E  M O N T H  a t  7 p m

9 8  L I N E  R O A D,  G L E N  I N N E S  

H O S T E D  B Y  S O U T H  A U C K L A N D  P O E T S  C O L L E C T I V E

E A S TE A S T



20 21

A C T I O N 	 E D U C A T I O N 	 F Y 2 0 	 A N N U A L 	 R E P O R T A C T I O N 	 E D U C A T I O N 	 F Y 2 0 	 A N N U A L 	 R E P O R T

In July 2019, Ngā Hine Pūkōrero, a group of four Rangatahi Maori 
poets, made history by competing at the 2019 Brave New Voices 
International Youth Poetry Slam in Las Vegas, USA. They were 
the first team from Australasia to ever compete in the festival, 
the largest of its kind in the world with over 500 young poets 
in attendance. They finished between 9th and 11th out of 50 
teams, farther than any international team in its first year of 
competition, and earned the chance to share their work on the 
Finals stage in front of the entire BNV community. 
 
As the first NZ poets to attend Brave New Voices they were 
tasked with the unique challenge of sharing stories and language 
that many of the other participants may not be familiar with. In 
order to bring their true stories to BNV, and the United States, 
they not only had to be poets but also historians and cultural 
ambassadors, something that most other teams never had to 
consider. 
 
They covered topics such as land rights, domestic abuse within 
Aotearoa, language reclamation, gun violence and the 
Christchurch terror attacks, the power of indigenous women’s 
voices, colonisation, Captain Cook and the Dawn Raids. 

While visiting the United States, Ngā Hine Pūkōrero were the 
featured artists at Da Poetry Lounge, the largest weekly poetry 
event in the United States which draws over 300 audience 
members to historic Greenway Court Theatre in Hollywood 
California. 
 
The team spent more than 186 hours rehearsing, including a 
facilitation role at our annual Slam Camp where they worked on 
material for the competition and provided inspiration to the next 
generation of WORD - The Front Line participants, who were 
thrilled that a local team were going to represent ‘them’  on the 
world stage. 

During the Brave New Voices competition, Ngā Hine Pūkōrero 
shared their stories with more than 4,500 live audience 
members and a further 122,000 viewers through Facebook 
Live.

“ T h e  N e w  Z e a l a n d  t e a m  m a d e  m e  
r e m e m b e r  w h y  I  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  S l a m .  
H o w  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  c a l l  a n d  r e s p o n s e ,  o f  
t r u t h  a n d  u r g e n c y ,  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  P a c i fi c  
t r a d i t i o n .  I t  w a s  a n  h o n o u r  t o  m e e t  w i t h  
t h e s e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  n a v i g a t o r s .”

- W i l l i a m  N u ’ u t u p u ,
C o a c h  o f  t h e  S e a t t l e  B r a v e  N e w  V o i c e s  T e a m

B R AVE  N EW VOI CES

NGA H I N E  P UKOR ER O
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A f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  o f  W O R D  - T h e  F r o n t  L i n e  w e  h a v e  
b u i l t  a  t r e m e n d o u s  c o m m u n i t y  o f  t a l e n t  a n d  
p a s s i o n .  M a n y  o f  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o u r  p r o g r a m m e  w a n t  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  c r e a t i v e l y  a f t e r  
t h e y  g r a d u a t e  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  s o m e  a r e
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  p u r s u i n g  a  f u t u r e  
i n  t h e  a r t s .  S im u l t a n e o u s l y ,  a t  A c t i o n  E d u c a t i o n  
w e  h a v e  b e e n  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  t o p i c s  o f  
s u c c e s s i o n  a n d  g r o w t h .  A f t e r  l e a v i n g  s c h o o l  
m a n y  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d i s c o n n e c t e d  f o r  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r t s  a n d  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  
s e r v e s  a s  a  c o n d u i t  t o  r e c o n n e c t  t h e m .  

The workshops and programmes we provide require a unique 
blend of creative ability and facilitation and youth work 
experience. Given the challenges we have faced in recruiting this 
skill mix, we have developed our own training pipeline.We know 
that this development programme will benefit future generations 
of young people through the work that Action Education does, 
but also the broader artistic and education community as we train 
and develop the next generation of creative educators, artists and 
youth workers. Moreover, the young adults who participate in our 
Alumni programme are staying connected to the creative 
community, continuing to hone their craft and developing an 
employable skill base.

Now in its second year, our Alumni programme is held fortnightly 
at the Ellen Melville Centre in Central Auckland. The format each 
week includes peer connection, writing exercises, space to share 
work and creative ideas, and a module on professional facilitation 
skills. This moved into an online space during the lockdown.

The transition to adulthood can be uniquely challenging. Of the 
30 young people who participated in the programme last year, 
approximately two thirds were studying at university and at 
technical institutes. One third were in their first year of 
full-time work. Through our fortnightly sessions, a strong theme 
that emerged was managing the stress and anxiety that came 
with transitioning from school into further education or 
employment.

Many expressed the role of the Alumni programme in creating 
a supportive community, providing them with a creative outlet, 
emotional support, social connection and networking.Within this 
safe space they were able to share their challenges and stretch 
their comfort zones.

This programme has allowed us to identify young people who 
may be in need of additional mentoring, as well as those who are 
particularly interested in a career pathway, and tailor our delivery. 
Given the success and interest this year, we are thrilled to be 
expanding and deepening delivery for the next generation of New 
Zealand artists.

In all our work we strive to create an inclusive environment that 
allows individuals and their diversity, identity and creativity to 
shine. 

We are proud to regularly receive feedback about the high levels 
of engagement students display when we run workshops in 
schools. 

We are conscious that through our programmes and platforms 
we provide rangatahi Māori with the opportunity to be heard for 
who they are, and these voices have become a pivotal part of 
our community. Though we have had some success through the 
experience and diversity of our facilitation team, we knew we 
could strengthen this kaupapa. On that basis, over the last year 
we have been engaging with key community leaders of all ages 
working in youth development, mental health, education and the 
arts to ensure that our programmes are respectfully and 
appropriately implementing principles of Te Ao Māori for the 
benefit of all of our young people, and in particular our young 
Māori voices.

Under the guidance of our Kaumatua, Rawiri Wharemate, and 
over the course of two deeply enriching hui, we have developed a 
blueprint for six specific resources for rangatahi Māori. We are 
indebted to the individuals who participated in both hui who 
shared their personal experience, expertise, ideas and feedback 
openly and in the spirit of learning and development - kia ora. 

Te Kahu Rolleston, Onehou Strickland, Sheldon Rua, Roimata 
Prendergast, Matua Rawiri Wharemate, Ezekiel Raui, 
Trent Hohaia, Amiria Puia-Taylor, Chloe Manihera, Veesh Patuwai 
- tēnā koutou katoa. 

We are pleased to have a clear direction for our framework which 
breaks our sessions for these resources into two themes: Whaka-
papa and Tikanga/Kawa. Next year we look forward to piloting 
these workshops and reporting back. 

W H A K A P A P A
1 .  W A K A  - T h e  j o u r n e y  t h a t  g o t  y o u  h e r e
2 .  W H A N A U  - Yo u r  g e n e a l o g y  a n d  
c o n n e c t i o n  t o  p e o p l e
3 .  T U R A N G AW A E W A E  – W h e r e  d o  y o u  
b e l o n g ?
T I K A N G A  / K AW A
1 .  C U S T O M S  &  V A L U E S  - T h e  w r i t t e n  
a n d  u n w r i t t e n  r u l e s  o f  y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  
f r i e n d s
2 .  P E R S O N A L  P R O T E C T I O N /S A F E T Y  - 
W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  t o  k e e p  s a f e  i n  t e r m s  o f  
y o u r
w e l l b e i n g ?
3 .  P R I N C I P L E S  - W h a t  a r e  t h e  v a l u e s  t h a t  
g u i d e  y o u ?

“This is the best process I have been involved in, in terms of 
developing a resource for rangatahi Māori, from the facilitation to 
the manaakitanga, it was outstanding.”
- Amiria Puia Taylor, 312 Hub Onehunga 

WORD  ALUMN I
AN  AR TI ST I N CUB ATOR ,  F EB  2019  - DEC 2019

MAOR I  R ESOUR CE  
 DEVELOPMENT
HUI  ONE  28  F EB  2019  |  HU I  TWO 8  AUGUST 2019

“My daughter, Matariki, is a member of Ngā Hine Pūkōrero, a spoken word group formed to participate in WORD - The Front Line  representing their school 
Ngā Puna O Waiorea.

Over two years, [the programme] has been pivotal in Matariki’s creative development. Her love of words and writing has been with her since an early age, 
but WORD -  The Front Line has given Matariki a platform and nurturing community to develop craft and to experience the power of working collaboratively. 
The vibrancy, power and energy that surrounds WORD, and the openness of participants to dig deep and share is extraordinary. The spoken word poetry 
competition pushes them to aim high, but at the same time is inclusive and celebratory.

It has been inspiring, uplifting and at times confronting to walk beside her as she has developed as an artist. On a personal level she has gained 
confidence and identity in developing her creative voice but has also benefited holistically through connection to a wide and diverse group of talented and 
empowered young people. Matariki’s path as a writer and wordsmith has been enormously enriched by her spoken word poetry experience and at age 16 
she is now one of the youngest students at South Seas Film School, taking her place as a writing and directing student.”
- Jane Holland (Mother)
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For the first time we played host to the Trans-Tasman Slam last 
year. In its 3rd year, The Trans-Tasman Poetry Slam is the only 
event of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere, in which the top 
ranked High School Poetry Slam Teams from both sides of the 
Tasman compete in a battle of words, rhymes, and 
performance.

Australia’s 2019 OutLoud Eco!Slam Champions from Nossall High 
School in Melbourne,  travelled across the sea to compete against 
New Zealand’s WORD - The Front Line Poetry Slam Champions 
from Auckland Girls Grammar School and two of the other finalist 
teams from Mt Albert Grammar and De La Salle College.

We were pleased to host the team from Nossall High School 
for a celebration of youth voice, culture, and the spoken word. 
The team from Australia had the opportunity to participate in a 
whakatau, poetry workshops, a bush hike, team building activities 
with the New Zealand participants, an artistic 
development workshop and finally the Slam itself. 

The teams competed in front of a crowd of 80+ spectators at 
Cityside Church in Mt Eden.

We were so grateful to host the team from Australia, and hope 
they enjoyed their experience and welcome to our beautiful 
country. Until we meet again! 

“The Trans-Tasman slam is more than just a competition. Beyond 
this it is a chance for networking and building friendships between 
young artists and leaders from both New Zealand and Australia.”
- Emilie Zoey Baker - Australian Facilitator/Chaperone/Poet

WOR K SHOP S
 & MOR E  EVENTS

T R A N S - T A S M A N 	 S L A M

D E C E M B E R  3  -  4 ,  2 0 1 9

A key plank of our work is in the education system. We have a 
range of workshops that align to the English curriculum that we 
deliver through the school year. Workshops in schools are also a 
great way to introduce students to the idea of spoken word poetry, 
and for many these workshops and performances are a catalyst 
to audition for WORD - The Front Line. 

We are proud of the working relationships we have built with more 
than 117 schools in Auckland alone. It is always a privilege to 
deliver programmes for schools in Northland and Hamilton, and 
we have had requests from as far away as Southland. 

Last year we delivered more than 367 workshops across the 
North Island. 

“Recently Ken held a workshop at our school. He started with 
icebreakers so that the students became more at ease at 
expressing themselves, and sharing with each other. Some 
students who had barely written all year were writing and wanting 
to share what they had written. I know that Ken wants to uncover 
the students’ voices and give them the confidence to express 
themselves. He has compassion and wants to equip young 
people to engage with the challenges that they face and to 
develop leadership.”
- Penny Bradford, Teacher, Manurewa College

“I’ve received so many responses from whānau, who are saying 
that they appreciate the rangatahi having these opportunities to 
thrive and enjoy learning.” 
- Whaea Alice, Ngā Puna O Waiorea

Our workshops can be highly effective in a corporate and team 
environment, and we’ve been pleased to continue providing 
professional development workshops this year for 
organisations like New Zealand Cricket, The Crusaders and Cisco 
New Zealand. 
 
Ramon Narayan is also one of the most skilled and experienced 
group facilitators in the Youth Work profession in Aotearoa. He 
regularly provides workshops and supervision for youth workers 
and youth development organisations. Last year was no 
exception and included workshops developed for the Graeme 
Dingle Foundation, Youthline, YWCA and others. 

P R O F E S S I O N A L 	 D E V E L O P M E N T

On March 25, 2020, we all received the same SMS Alert: 
	

“ T h i s  m e s s a g e  i s  f o r  a l l  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d .  
W e  a r e  d e p e n d i n g  o n  y o u .  W h e r e  y o u  
s t a y  t o n i g h t  i s  w h e r e  y o u  m u s t  s t a y  f r o m  
n o w  o n .”
	
And for the next five weeks we went into Lockdown. 
 
What happened for Action Education during this challenging 
period is nothing short of incredible. We moved quickly to offer 
alternative ways for our community to connect and share during 
a time where social connection had never been so important. We 
didn’t know how it would go, and we were blown away. 
 
Our online engagement increased by 4300% during the 
Lockdown period. Our video views, with content created by the 
amazing young people in our community, increased by 8500%. 

While Aotearoa and our team of 5 million began to battle the 
pandemic we sought out ways to be kind and support one 
another. Over the Lockdown and at Level 3 we were able to 
accomplish the following:
 
- From week one of lockdown Action Education offered a weekly 
Stand Up Poetry Open Mic streaming live online
 featuring incredible poets throughout Aotearoa and 
internationally who performed their own original work and also 
read poems from aspiring young poets. For many of our young 
people this was a highlight of their week.
- A number of workshops for both students and adults over this 
time through schools, community organisations and networks.
- One-on-One mentoring and support.
-  The Te Oro Spoken Word club continued to meet in an online 
space.
- Our Alumni programme continued to meet every fortnight online.
- During Youth Week we held an online Youth Open Mic.
- We held our annual Stand Up Poetry Slam online with 14 
competitors.
- We launched a specific campaign called #howwegetthrough 
featuring poems highlighting the experience of Lockdown which 
was featured on Breakfast TV. 

“ T h e  T e  O r o  w o r k s h o p s  h a v e  b e e n  a  g r e a t  
w a y  f o r  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  
e m o t i o n s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  r e a l l y  h e l p f u l  f o r  
m e ,  s e e i n g  a s  I ’m  s t u c k  i n  a  h o u s e  f u l l  o f  
p e o p l e  w h o  t h i n k  v e r y  d i ff e r e n t l y ,  t o  b e  
a b l e  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  l i k e -m i n d e d  p e o p l e  
w h o  a r e  a l l  g a t h e r e d  f o r  t h e  s a m e  
r e a s o n ,  t o  c r e a t e  a n d  t o  fi n d  
i n s p i r a t i o n .  I  a m  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  w h a t  
A c t i o n  E d u c a t i o n  h a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e i r  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e s e  
t r y i n g  t im e s .  H e  a r o h a  m u t u n g a  k o r e .”  
- A r i h i a  H a l l ,  Yo u t h  P o e t

“ T e  O r o  s p o k e n  w o r d  w o r k s h o p s  m o v i n g  
o n l i n e  w a s  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  m y  l o c k d o w n .  
I t  g a v e  m e  s o m e t h i n g  I  c o u l d  l o o k  
f o r w a r d  t o  e a c h  w e e k ,  k n o w i n g  I ’d  s e e  
a  b u n c h  o f  f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  a n d  h a v i n g  a n  
a m a z i n g  s a f e  s p a c e  t o  c r e a t e  a n d  s h a r e  
p o e t r y .  T e  O r o  w o r k s h o p s  m o v i n g  o n l i n e  
h a s  b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  b e n e fi c i a l  f o r  m e  a s  
I  n o w  a m  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  w o r k s h o p s ,  
I  o f t e n  w a s n ’ t  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  i n  p e r s o n  
w o r k s h o p s  d u e  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  w o r k  
c o m m i t m e n t s  n e v e r  a l l o w i n g  m e  e n o u g h  
t im e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c o m m u t e  t o  a n d  f r o m  
t h e  w o r k s h o p s .  T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  
e x t r e m e l y  h e l p f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  m e  t h r o u g h  
t h i s  u n c e r t a i n  t im e  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n  a t  t h e  
m o m e n t .”  
- T a m r i n  D u c k m a n t o n ,  Yo u t h  P o e t  

COVI D  P I VOT
  MAR CH  2020

S C H O O L 	 W O R K S H O P S
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Auckland Council Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board Auckland Council Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board 
Auckland Council Upper Harbour Local BoardAuckland Council Upper Harbour Local Board

Auckland Council Devonport Takapuna Local BoardAuckland Council Devonport Takapuna Local Board
Auckland Council Mangere Otahuhu Local BoardAuckland Council Mangere Otahuhu Local Board

Auckland Council Manurewa Local BoardAuckland Council Manurewa Local Board
Auckland Council Kaipātiki Local Board Auckland Council Kaipātiki Local Board 

Auckland Council Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local BoardAuckland Council Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board
Auckland Council Whau Local BoardAuckland Council Whau Local Board

Auckland Council Albert - Eden Local BoardAuckland Council Albert - Eden Local Board
Auckland Council Creative Communities Scheme Auckland Council Creative Communities Scheme 
Auckland Council Mangere Otahuhu Local Board Auckland Council Mangere Otahuhu Local Board 

Auckland Council Regional Arts and Culture Grant Auckland Council Regional Arts and Culture Grant 
Auckland Council Puketāpapa Local Board Auckland Council Puketāpapa Local Board 

Auckland Council Waitematā Auckland Council Waitematā 
Auckland Foundation - Grassroots FundAuckland Foundation - Grassroots Fund

Auckland Airport Community Trust Auckland Airport Community Trust 
COGS Auckland CityCOGS Auckland City

COGS Far North COGS Far North 
COGS Rodney North Shore  COGS Rodney North Shore  

COGS WaitākereCOGS Waitākere
COGS ManukauCOGS Manukau

COGS Papakura/FranklinCOGS Papakura/Franklin
COGS Whangarei/KaiparaCOGS Whangarei/Kaipara

Constellation Communities Trust Constellation Communities Trust 
Creative NZ Creative NZ 

Foundation North Foundation North 
Lottery Community Auckland Lottery Community Auckland 

Lottery Support For Volunteers Fund Lottery Support For Volunteers Fund 
Ministry of Youth Development Ministry of Youth Development 

NZ Community PostNZ Community Post
Pro Care Charitable TrustPro Care Charitable Trust

Pub Charity Pub Charity 
Stout Family TrustStout Family Trust

The Lion Foundation The Lion Foundation 
Youthline Auckland Charitable TrustYouthline Auckland Charitable Trust

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

F INANCIAL
STATEMENTS



30 31

A C T I O N 	 E D U C A T I O N 	 F Y 2 0 	 A N N U A L 	 R E P O R T A C T I O N 	 E D U C A T I O N 	 F Y 2 0 	 A N N U A L 	 R E P O R T



32 33

A C T I O N 	 E D U C A T I O N 	 F Y 2 0 	 A N N U A L 	 R E P O R T A C T I O N 	 E D U C A T I O N 	 F Y 2 0 	 A N N U A L 	 R E P O R T

(Chair)
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(Chair)
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CONTACT

Act ion  Educa t ion

@act ioneduca t ionnz

www.act ioneduca t ion .co.nz
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