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Young people are free to express their inherent creativity. VISION: 

VALUES

To utilise creative and action-based methods to engage young 
people in a journey of reflection and exploration. 
It is through this journey that they become actively involved in 
their own development. 

Action Education has a rich history of
effectively engaging with young people. This
is the foundation we stand on. We continue to
meet young people where they are, utilise
their strengths and ignite their passion.  

ENGAGEMENT
GROWTH

Growth is a reflective learning process that allows
for holistic integration of self. 

JOURNEY

Personal development is a lifelong journey. By
acknowledging this, we can walk alongside others in
theirs.  

AUTHENTICITY

Authenticity is crucial for building an environment
of trust so that an effective working relationship
can occur. 

DIVERSITY

It is through acknowledging diversity that the
richness of the human experience is celebrated.
Everyone’s experience is unique and we all require
opportunities to honour this.  

CREATIVITY

is necessary.

MISSION:



A MESSAGE FROM OUR PARTNERS

Youthline and Action Education have a long 
history of collaboration. Youthline is proud to 
provide structural, personnel and secretariat 
support to Action Education, so that they can 
focus on unleashing potential in young people.

S T E P H E N  B E L L ,  M N Z M  
Y O U T H L I N E  C E O

I am constantly amazed at how much this small 
team of dedicated people is able to achieve. 
Something amazing happens when people are able 
to combine their creative passions and their work, 
and this is evident for Action Education. The sheer 
quantity of connections Action Education has made 
this year is enormous, but what is truly impressive 
is the quality and depth of the work. 

In particular, it has been a joy to witness the growth 
and success of WORD – The Front Line poetry 
competition. Not only is Action Education able to 
create a space for a diverse group of young people 
to exist and express their authentic selves, they 
celebrate the connections made between very 
disparate groups of people, individuals who would 
never have had the opportunity of connection 
outside of this programme.   

The true leadership of this organisation is in the 
role modelling they do each and every day. This is a 
team of poets, writers, musicians, DJs, dancers and 
artists, and by expressing themselves creatively 
they open a space for young people to do the 
same.  

It takes courage to stand on a stage and show the 
world who you really are, and this is something the 
Action Education facilitators do on a regular basis. 

It is a pleasure to see so many young men,
particularly those from Māori and Pacific Island 
heritage, take up the mantle of an oral storytelling 
tradition through poetry. The image of a strong kiwi 
male who does not share his feelings has been 
ingrained into the cultural context of this country. 
Action Education flips this stereotype on its head, 
showing a fierceness of strength which is found in 
the very opposite: through expressing yourself, your 
emotions, thoughts and feelings. That strength is 
found in our vulnerability, our triumphs and our 
challenges, when we speak out not when we keep it 
within. 

I applaud the strides Action Education is taking to 
support the development of youth work in this 
country through training, workshops and local 
capacity building. If you ever have a chance to run a 
training session for your teachers, youth workers or 
even corporate or sports teams, take it. You won'’t 
get something as authentic, creative, action-based 
and customised anywhere else. 
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In November we brought 600 year 9 and 10 
students from three different high schools through 
the gallery on a facilitated tour of current 
exhibitions by local artists. For some, this would 
have been their first time in an art gallery. We then 
guided the young people through a writing 
workshop which culminated in the students sharing 
response pieces in the art form of spoken word 
poetry. This was an incredible programme that 
combined visual art, the spoken word, recognized 
artists and young people exploring their own ability 
to create for the first time. It was an amazing 
experience, and one we hope to repeat. 

Outside of Auckland we had the pleasure of joining 
forces with the Horowhenua District Council and the 
Kapiti Coast Youth Council to deliver a series of
community capacity building workshops within the 
youth sector. It was also a pleasure to team up with 
Richie Hardcore to deliver presentations in high 
schools across the Horowhenua district.  

We continue to work with Whakatakapokai, a care 
and protection residence in South Auckland, which 
is humbling and challenging, but the stories and 
poetry we get to hear are incredibly worthwhile.  

Personally, I was touched to receive a New 
Zealander of the Year Local Hero Award. My journey 
with Action Education has been rewarding and 
fulfilling and I am so grateful for the opportunities 
I’ve received to learn and grow. In this work you 
don’t seek recognition or reward because you get so 
much back every day, but the gesture was truly 
appreciated.  

FY17 has been quite a year, a year of absolute 
awesome and also a year of stretch. Once again our 
work with young people, schools and communities 
has grown. We have managed to connect more 
people to their creativity and the opportunities to 
let this out, while also stretching our own comfort 
zones and taking our work to new places. 

Action Education engaged with 23,030 individuals 
this year, in Auckland and beyond.   

WORD – The Front Line, the inter high school 
spoken word poetry competition born in 2014 has 
once again proved to be a catalyst for more young 
people to step into their stories and share them 
courageously. Since we began the journey of WORD 
in 2014, more than 550 pieces of poetry have been 
performed publicly. This year, 32 teams from 26 
high schools auditioned.  We heard about feminism, 
Syria, love, culture, magic, identity, religion, science, 
nature and so much more. We laughed, we cried, and 
for the first time we took our 2016 champions, 
Marist College, to Bankstown, Sydney to compete in 
the inaugural Trans-Tasman youth poetry slam.  

The Auckland Art Gallery have been great friends to 
Action Education and WORD – The Front Line, and 
this year we deepened our collaboration in an 
exciting new way.   

BOOM!!
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Finally, it is with a mix of emotions that we say
farewell to Dietrich Soakai, who has been with
Action Education for over seven years. Dietrich is a
talented poet, gifted youth worker and tremendous
human being. Over the years he has done incredible
work with young people and in New Zealand’s
creative communities. I feel privileged to call him a
friend. We wish Dietrich all the best in his future
endeavors and know he will remain a great friend
and supporter of Action Education.

We are pleased to welcome Ken Arkind to the
Action Education whanau. Ken brings a huge wealth
of experience to the organization, he literally is a
world leader in what he does and we are incredibly
lucky to have him.

I remain incredibly inspired by the young people who
I walk alongside and that we hear from every day,
young people who stand in their truth no matter the
obstacles that are in front of them, those who take
up leadership on a regular basis, those who make
mistakes but take ownership and in doing so get
back up again and those who support their peers to
stand up, to be heard and to be counted.

All young people need spaces and opportunities to
reflect on their journey, to connect with each other
and to express who they are. This is what our
communities need to heal, prosper and thrive.
We give many, many thanks to our wider team of
collaborators, supporters and funders for helping us
stretch into so much more this year as we continue
to support young people to do the same.
We couldn’t do what we do without you and we are
truly grateful for your support!

R A M O N N A R A Y A N
A C T I O N E D U C A T I O N M A N A G E R



WHO IS ACTION EDUCATION?

Ramon has been a community facilitator, educator and 
youth worker for the last 17 years in many different 
capacities from facilitating groups, participation processes, 
mentoring and coaching to coordinating events and 
developing youth development tools and models. 
He has represented New Zealand on a world stage in 
various leadership forums around the world including 
leading a team on the Ship for World Youth Programme. 
His great skill is designing and delivering content for 
diverse groups of people, ensuring that learning is 
experiential, active and fun. Though his background is in 
youth work, Ramon facilitates professional development 
for teachers, community workers, artists, corporate 
groups and high performance sports and executive 
leadership teams. 
For his tireless efforts on behalf of young people, Ramon 
was awarded a New Zealander of the Year Local Hero 
Award in 2016. 

RAMON  NARAYAN  

M A N A G E R  |  Y O U T H  W O R K E R  |  
F A C I L I T A T O R  |  P O E T  

Stevie currently works as a youth development 
administrator for Action Education, and has been involved 
in the youth development sector since she was 14. 

In 2015 she completed a Bachelor of Arts double majoring 
in Maori Development and Social Sciences at AUT, and has 
recently completed a Masters in Human Rights at AUT. 
Stevie is passionate about young people, culture, creativity, 
education, and community development. 

STEV IE  S IKUEA

Y O U T H  W O R K E R  |   Y O U T H  D E V E L O P M E N T  
A D M I N I S T R A T O R   |  P O E T  
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Ken Arkind is an American National Poetry Slam Champion, 
Tedx Speaker, Nuyorican Poets Cafe Grand Slam Champion 
and published author who has performed his work in 49 
States, six countries and at over 200 colleges and 
universities. 

He is the founding Program Director of Denver Minor 
Disturbance, an independent literary arts organization 
dedicated to helping Colorado youth find voice through the 
mediums of poetry and performance. 
Ken has recently completed his Bachelor of Creative Arts 
at Manukau Institute of Technology specializing in creative 
writing.  

KEN  ARKIND

Y O U T H  W O R K E R  |  F A C I L I T A T O R  |  P O E T  

Dietrich Soakai has been a Youth Worker for over nine 
years. He has served youth as a Programme Educator, 
Facilitator, Youth Pastor, Mentor, and more recently as a 
poet. 

He is passionate about young people discovering their 
voice, creating spaces for young people to stand strong in 
their voice and express their identity through creativity. 

Dietrich has had an incredible career with Action 
Education, and is moving on to new opportunities in FY18. 
He will remain connected through Action Education's wider 
network of facilitators and creatives.   

DIETR ICH  SOAKAI

Y O U T H  W O R K E R  |   P O E T   |   E D U C A T O R  



Marina Alefosio is a Spoken Word Artist and mother who provides poetry 
and performance workshops for people of all ages. 

She studied Creative Writing at the Manukau Institute of Technology and 
was a member of the South Auckland Poets Collective.

MARINA  ALEFOS IO

S P O K E N  W O R D  P O E T  |  F A C I L I T A T O R

Onehou is a Cook Island/Maori and proud resident of South Auckland with 
a passion for story telling both visually and lyrically. She has been a 
member of the South Auckland Poets Collective since 2012 which has 
seen her travel the country performing and running workshops in Spoken 
word. 

Onehou wrote and directed the short film 'Two Steps Behind' as her 
graduate project at Auckland University of Technology which has since 
featured in the Pollywood14 film festival, Pasifika Film Festival and 
Maoriland Festival. 

Onehou has a strong love for the arts and how its simple nature can 
reach and break through even the hardest of shells. It is something she 
has seen happen many times at workshops and events. 

ONEHOU  STR ICKLAND

S P O K E N  W O R D  P O E T  |  F A C I L I T A T O R
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Lastman is a member of the South Auckland Poets Collective. Poetry has 
given him the opportunity to share his story with not only his community 
but also other educators, and especially young people. Spoken word 
poetry has also expanded Lastman’s expression as an artist, creating 
connections and making new journeys. 

Part of the journey is to finish his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in hopes 
he can use his knowledge and experience to better not only his own 
future, but also the future of his family and community, whether that 
means using a paintbrush or words. 

LASTMAN  SO 'OULA

S P O K E N  W O R D  P O E T  |  F A C I L I T A T O R

Born and raised in the heart of South Auckland, Sheldon Rua of 
Tainui/Waikato descent, aspires to inspire, encourage and to motivate. He 
just completed year 13 at Alfriston College as the 2016 School Dux. 

Sheldon has crafted a flare for the arts. Whether that is playing music in 
local and national venues and competitions, to hip hop dancing on 
regional, national and internationally renowned platforms, or for sharing 
his passion for spoken word poetry.  

Sheldon believes that to fully accept and understand a person, 
assumptions can never be made, but rather an open heart and the 
willingness to engage with people. 

SHELDON  RUA

S P O K E N  W O R D  P O E T  |  F A C I L I T A T O R



Laurent is a passionate spoken word artist, professional Hip Hop dancer, 
Choreographer and singer. She started writing at a young age and in
2010 she moved to Melbourne, where she competed in the Victorian 
State slam finals, and soon after became a member and facilitator for 
The Centre for Poetics and Justice. 

She has traveled to NYC where she taught spoken word poetry at Camp 
Amerikids in 2011/12 and did her first poetry tour around NZ with Luka 
Lesson in 2012. She has also been a member of The South Auckland 
Poets Collective since 2015. 

LAURENT  DUNNINGHAM

S P O K E N  W O R D  P O E T  |  F A C I L I T A T O R

DJ Exile has sixteen years of DJ’ing and Radio Broadcasting experience 
with 95bFM, 106.9KFM and BASEFM. He has DJ’d most of New Zealand’s 
premium festivals including Rhythm & Vines for the past six years. He 
holds a number of club residencies and operates as a professional DJ on 
the Auckland club circuit. 

Youth work is a passion that began for Exile when he was a DJ tutor 
volunteering his time. This shifted into a full time position as a Youth 
Transition Worker for two years, before he stopped to focus on his music 
career. 

Exile is a certified Audio Engineer having completed a Diploma in Audio 
Engineering. His expertise lies in his ability to fuse both his passions 
through utilising music and technology, and he uses that as a foundation 
for his approach to youth development. 

ANDREW  COOK  AKA  DJ  EX ILE

B R E A K D O W N  D J  T U T O R
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Action Education continues to collaborate with the 
renowned South Auckland Poets Collective (SAPC) 
to enhance creativity through poetry. 

Together, Action Education and SAPC use spoken 
word poetry as a tool for positive social change with 
a focus on young people. 

Performance styles differ from one poet to the 
next which leaves audiences artistically and soulfully 
satisfied.  

SOUTH AUCKLAND POETS COLLECTIVE
Within the collective are national and international 
poetry slam finalists and champions, and published 
authors. 

This very talented team of poets and educators 
deliver spoken word workshops and programmes 
alongside Action Education in the community. They 
also have fundamental roles in our annual spoken 
word poetry competition WORD – The Front Line as 
supporters, facilitators, and coaches. 

It has been an exciting year and it is awesome to 
see young people who were once participants in 
workshops joining the ranks of the group as official 
members of the Collective.



SPOKEN WORD 
POETRY
In the last year, Action Education has facilitated 
280 spoken word poetry workshops with nearly 
6,000 students across the country. This is a 
massive increase in our output from last year. 

We have taught these workshops in mainstream 
and Alternative Education schools, Marae, camps, 
community groups, care and protection facilities, 
youth justice institutions, leadership retreats and 
large scale organisations throughout New Zealand. 

Spoken Word has become a global phenomenon and 
we are honoured to be able to support so many 
incredible young people to find their voices. The 
continued interest and growth of the art form in 
Aotearoa stands as a testament to its power and 
also to the networks we have built and our ability 
to engage the community. 

Spoken Word is an incredible medium for empathy and expression. It not only 
boosts critical thinking, listening and literacy skills but it also works as a bridge 
of understanding, connecting people across cultures, generations and borders. 
It is an emotional compass that young people can use to navigate their world 
and address the issues and emotions that they may be struggling with, in a 
positive and reflective way. When young people are provided with a safe space 
and medium to present their work, they often find they are not alone in their 
feelings, that their experiences and fears are often shared by their peers. 

One of the highlights of this year was developing a programme in collaboration 
with the Auckland Art Gallery. The programme focused on engaging young 
people through art and poetry. We were able to bring through 20 classes from 
Onehunga High School, Alfriston College and Manurewa High over three weeks. 
Including workshops at their school then taking them through the gallery and 
responding to the art works through poetry. This was a huge success. 



For the latest edition we haY e edited our
S erformance links� addinJ dozens of new
S erformances from E oth , nternational and 1 ew
= ealand S oets. 8 sers of the diJ ital J uide can search
for S oems sS ecific to the suE M ect matter of their
lesson S lans E y simS ly tyS inJ a word or S hrase
taJ J ed onto the S oem.

, n addition to the S erformance links we haY e also
included new historical S aJ es� eY ent listinJ s� lesson
S lans and sS oken word actiY ities for E oth E eJ inner
and adY anced students. : e haY e also added more
Professional ' eY eloS ment sections includinJ tiS s on
how to deY eloS a healthy sS oken word culture
within your school which includes adY ice and
testimonies from E oth students and teachers.
7 he J uide is aliJ ned with 1 ew = ealand EnJ lish
& urriculum and is a J reat startinJ S oint for anyone
who wants to S roY ide new S latforms for youth
Y oice� a comS ass to naY iJ ate the often reE ellious
and awkward lanJ uaJ e of the heart� a E lueS rint for
the future of S oetry in 1 ew = ealand and E eyond.

OY er the last few years� the sS oken word
moY ement has E lossomed in 1 ew = ealand. 7 eachers
and youth workers haY e discoY ered its S owerful
aE ility to enJ aJ e students and haY e used it as a
catalyst to not only reinY iJ orate interest in the
classroom E ut to also increase retention and critical
thinkinJ .

7 he SS oken : ord Best Practice * uide was created
as a free manual for teachers who wanted to make
sS oken word S art of their educational S ractice. 7 he
first of its kind in 1 ew = ealand� the J uide has
S roY en to E e an inY aluaE le resource for many of the
educators in our community and E eyond. So when it
came time to uS datinJ it to the latest edition we
reached out to those teachers directly in order to
create somethinJ that we are truly S roud of.

Because it is such an accessiE le� direct and creatiY e
medium in which to S resent an idea� sS oken word
can E e used not M ust in EnJ lish or creatiY e writinJ
classrooms� E ut across a multitude of suE M ects
includinJ history� S uE lic sS eakinJ � drama or science.

Ȋ 7 he staff at South Auckland Poets & ollectiY e and Action
Education do an underrated and fantastic M oE enaE linJ
the students to Y oice themselY es and their world Y iews.

7 he eY ents they orJ anise � whether it is the comS etition
itself or workshoS s � are often educational E oth for
students and teachers. As teachers� attendinJ those can
helS you E uild relationshiS s with the orJ anisations� whom
are Y ery amiaE le and willinJ to helS if
you haY e a Y ision for S oetry in your school� E ut it will also
helS see the S oetry students in a different liJ ht. < ou will
E e surS rised E y what you learn � S leasantly surS rised.ȋ
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WORD - THE FRONT LINE

. The 
competition is the first and only one of its kind here 
in New Zealand, giving young people the space and 
support necessary to develop their creative abilities 
and speak to issues that are relevant for their 
generation. 

This is one of the greatest experiences of the whole 
competition as it enables participants to foster 
positive relationships/whanaungatanga with 
members of their own team and with students from 
schools all across Auckland. For many teams, it may 
also be the first time they receive support and 
guidance to develop their craft. 

The two days include whakawhanaungatanga 
sessions, spoken word poetry workshops, open mic 
sessions, and lots of fun.  

A special thank you to Domino’s Pizza who were able 
to provide us with free pizza for lunch on Saturday 
and Sunday!  

After Slam Camp, we ran a series of four workshops 
at the Auckland Art Gallery. Each workshop had a 
specific focus such as individual writing, poetry 
performance, and group pieces. 
.

In FY17 Action Education hosted the third year of 
our annual inter-high school spoken word poetry 
competition ‘WORD – The Front Line’

Every year we see an increase in the number of 
schools and teams wanting to participate in WORD. 
In FY17 we hosted 3 regional auditions; Central and 
West, North, and South, in which we had an 
astounding 37 teams from 26 high schools come out 
and audition. From each region the top four teams 
made it into the competition. These 12 teams start 
their Word – The Front Line journey with slam camp 
at Te Puea Memorial Marae. 
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With the help of crowd funding through Boosted we
were able to take the winning team from Marist
College to Sydney to compete in the first ever
Trans-Tasman slam against the Bankstown poetry
youth team. In addition, the team had their poems
published in the 'English in Aotearoa' journal, a
publication distributed to all secondary schools
across Auckland, and they had their poems
professionally recorded thanks to Red Bull Auckland
Studios.

We send out a huge thank you to Auckland Council
Regional Arts and Culture whose funding enabled
WORD – The Front Line to go ahead, thank you so
much for your support.

Projects as far reaching and impactful as WORD –
The Front Line require a village to happen, so we
also send a big thank you to Auckland Live,
Auckland Art Gallery, Youthline, Domino’s, Red Bull
Auckland Studios, The South Auckland Poets
Collective and the wider poetry community. Thank
you all so much.

These workshops were facilitated by Action
Education, members of the South Auckland Poets
Collective, and some incredible guest poets from
the poetry community such as Marina Alefosio,
Jahra Rager, Grace Taylor and Dominic Houey AKA
‘Tourettes’.

The workshops were followed by two semi-finals,
with six teams competing in each. The semi-finals
were held at the Herald Theatre in Aotea Centre.

Each semi-final is open to the public and is a great
opportunity for family and friends of participants to
witness and support these young poets stepping up
to their own front lines. The semi-finals saw an
incredibly high calibre of poetry and some of the
greatest performances in the competition to date.

The top three schools from each semi-final
advanced to the Grand Slam at the Concert
Chamber at the Auckland Town Hall. This year was
our biggest Grand Slam yet, with more than 400
people in attendance.

.



STAND UP 
POETRY
Stand Up Poetry (SUP) is stronger than ever, 
exposing hundreds of audience members to the 
power of spoken word and expanding deeper into 
both the North Shore and South Auckland. 

Held on the first and third Wednesdays of the 
month and featuring internationally acclaimed guest 
poets alongside local heroes and first time readers, 
SUP was created as an all ages alternative for 
young poets who may not have access to many of 
the central Auckland poetry venues, either because 
they were too young or lacked safe transport. 

With the help of our friends in the South Auckland 
Poet’s Collective, we host SUPs in safe public spaces 
like public libraries and community centres, moving 
the events from place to place and bringing poetry 
to the people! 

An exciting new initiative has been to book teams 
and alumni from our WORD - The Front Line high 
school poetry slam as our featured performers. 
From Aorere College, McAuley High School and even 
a student led event hosted at Rangitoto College, 
poets who may have cut their teeth on the SUP 
open mic are now the featured performers and 
organisers, introducing this medium to new 
generations. 

We would like to offer a huge and special thank you 
to Auckland City Council for their ongoing support 
enabling this creative and supportive space to 
happen. 

This year we hosted 25 events and reached an 
audience of over 1400 people. 
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Action Education are often called uS on to S roY ide
S rofessional deY eloS ment for youth workers�
teachers� artists� tutors and social workers. : e can
S roY ide traininJ on the followinJ toS ics� and also S ut
toJ ether E esS oke S ackaJ es E ased on the need of
the J rouS or orJ anisation:

ȏ < outh AdY isory and ParticiS ation Processes
ȏ Self� & are� Ethics and Boundaries
ȏ < outh ' eY eloS ment
ȏ * rouS Facilitation
ȏ 7 eam BuildinJ
ȏ SS oken : ord Best Practice
ȏ Facilitation of < outh Based Arts ProM ects
ȏ Poetry and Story 7 ellinJ
ȏ AnJ er and Stress 0 anaJ ement

, n F< 17 we were S leased to work with < outhline� the
+ orowhenua ' istrict & ouncil� the 1 ew = ealand
Association for 7 eachers of EnJ lish� 7 e . ahui
Poutouko OranJ a and the 1 ew = ealand 5 uJ E y
Players Association.

Our work with the 1 ew = ealand 5 uJ E y Players
Association has E een S articularly excitinJ � as we had
the oS S ortunity to lead a workshoS with 7 he Blues
SuS er 5 uJ E y team� as well as with indiY idual S layers.
: e are excited aE out future work with the 1 = 5 PA
and are exS lorinJ oS S ortunities in ' unedin and
0 anawatu.
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ANZ Staff Foundation 
Auckland Airport Community Trust 

Auckland Art Gallery 
Auckland Council - Creative Communities 

Auckland Council - Mangere Otahuhu Local Board 
Auckland Council - Manurewa Local Board 

Auckland Council - Orakei Local Board  
Auckland Council - Otara/Papatoetoe Local Board 

Auckland Council - Papakura Local Board  
Auckland Council - Puketapapa Local Board  
Auckland Council - Waitemata Local Board 

Auckland Council - Whau Local Board   
Auckland Council - Regional Arts and Culture Grant 

Auckland Live 
BlueSky Community Trust 

Christine Taylor Foundation for Mental Health 
COGS - Auckland 
COGS - Far North 

COGS - Papakura/Franklin 
COGS - Rodney / North Shore 

COGS - Whangarei/Kaipara 
Foundation North  

Huffer 
Lottery Grants Board 

Red Bull Studios
Sargood Bequest 

The Southern Trust  
The Trusts Community Foundation  

Wiri Licensing Trust 
Youthline

THANK YOU SO MUCH .
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© 2017 KPMG, a New Zealand partnership and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent 
member firms affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity.

Independent Review Report
To the Trustees of Action Education Incorporated

Report on the financial statements

Conclusion
Based on our review, nothing has come to our 
attention that causes us to believe that the
financial statements on pages 4 to 13 do not: 

i. present fairly in all material respects the 
incorporated society’s financial position as 
at 31 March 2017 and its financial 
performance and cash flows for the year 
ended on that date; and 

ii. comply with Public Benefit Entity 
Standards Reduced Disclosure Regime 
(Not-For-Profit).

We have completed a review of the accompanying
financial statements which comprise:

— the statement of financial position as at 31 
March 2017;

— the statements of comprehensive income,
changes in equity and cash flows for the year
then ended; and

— notes, including a summary of significant 
accounting policies and other explanatory 
information.

Basis for conclusion

A review of financial statements in accordance with International Standard on Review Engagements (New 
Zealand) (ISRE (NZ)) 2400, Review of Historical Financial Statements Performed by an Assurance Practitioner 
who is not the Auditor of the Entity (“ISRE (NZ) 2400”) is a limited assurance engagement. The auditor performs 
procedures consisting of making enquiries, primarily of persons responsible for financial and accounting matters, 
and applying analytical and other review procedures. 

This Standard also requires us to comply with relevant ethical requirements.

Other than in our capacity as assurance practioners we have no relationship with, or interests in, the
incorporated society.

Use of this Independent Review Report

This report is made solely to the Trustees as a body. Our review work has been undertaken so that we might 
state to the Trustees those matters we are required to state to them in the Independent Review Report and for 
no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone 
other than the Trustees as a body for our review work, this report, or any of the opinions we have formed.  



2

Other Information

The Trustees, on behalf of the society, are responsible for the other information included in the entity’s Annual 
Report. Our opinion on the company and group financial statements does not cover any other information and 
we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.  

In connection with our review of the society’s financial statements our responsibility is to read the other 
information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the society’s 
financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the review or otherwise appears materially misstated. If, 
based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other 
information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 

Responsibilities of the Trustees for the financial statements

The Trustees, on behalf of the incorporated society, are responsible for:

— the preparation and fair presentation of the consolidated financial statements in accordance with generally
accepted accounting practice in New Zealand (being Public Benefit Entity Standards Reduced Disclosure 
Regime (Not-For-Profit));

— implementing necessary internal control to enable the preparation of a financial statements that is fairly
presented and free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; and

— assessing the ability to continue as a going concern. This includes disclosing, as applicable, matters related
to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless they either intend to liquidate or to 
cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the review of the financial statements

Our responsibility is to express a conclusion on the financial statements based on our review. We conducted our 
review in accordance with ISRE (NZ) 2400. ISRE (NZ) 2400 requires us to conclude whether anything has come 
to our attention that causes us to believe that the financial statements are not prepared, in all material respects, 
in accordance with Public Benefit Entity Standards Reduced Disclosure Regime (Not-For-Profit).  

The procedures performed in a review are substantially less than those performed in an audit conducted in 
accordance with International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand). Accordingly we do not express an audit 
opinion on these financial statements. 

This description forms part of our Independent Review Report. 

KPMG
Auckland

22 June 2017
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and the community, and concurrently observing societies' cultural 
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Registered Office 13 Maidstone Street

Ponsonby

AUCKLAND 1021
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